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Joomla in use :
4 years of experience

in small to large projects



What is a CMS ?

- Content Management System 

This is the content of 
the page I would like to 
be printed […]

These are some links I 
want on the right side

Latest news such as a 
blog I want to print 
here automatically



What is a CMS ? - Backend

- The content of the website is “not” correlated to its structure and layout.

- Editors access portions of content to edit or add into a backend.

Example Typo3 backend Example Joomla backend

This is the content of 
the page I would like to 
be printed […]



What is a web CMS ?

- Less complex than older more general CMS

- Specialized in web content (!) : XHTML, CSS, images, flash, audio…

- Automatic display such as :

>Menus

> Breadcrumb

> news list

> etc…

- WYSIWYG edition

- Extensions

- Framework to develop specific extensions



What is Joomla! ?

- “Web” CMS

- PHP4 or 5, mysql 3+, Apache or IIS, Windows, Linux, Solaris (…)

- Simple yet elegant and powerful

- Strong community : 255.000 registered user (as of July 2008)

- 4000+ extensions (as of beg. 2008)

- Joomla usage : 1.000.000 websites ? even more ?

- MVC Framework

- Integrated javascript framework and some tools



Joomla! History

�2000 – 2005 : Mambo

�17 Aug. 2005 : Mambo fork

�Sept. 2005 : Joomla 1.0.0

�Oct 2008 : Joomla 1.5

�Currently dev of Joomla 1.6

�“2.0” branch

�Lots of prizes and recognition from the web.



General “Position” on the market

Complexity

Features

Blogs 
(Wordpress…)



Joomla! strengths

- Joomla :

> has simple concepts

> Easy to use

> Easy to maintain and develop

> Very flexible

> Quick to deploy

> Quick to build your website

> Quick to train editors

> Backend looks nice, professional and clear (lots of mouse click control)

> Huge amount of extensions

> ...



Joomla as a Web CMS

- Joomla is not a “entirely” a CMS. 

Good thing or bad thing ? You decide ! Based on your client/users



Joomla drawbacks

- Flexibility vs Precision (see prev. page)

- I18N is not in the core (yet) : although there is a very good plugin

- Granularity in ACLs : although there is a good plugin. (will be core in 
1.6)

- Workflow is limited

- No versioning

- Preview is “ok” but not real



Joomla branches

Joomla 1.0 vs Joomla 1.5 :

1.0 will be stopped on 22 july 2009

Joomla became mainstream with 1.0 despite :

- No API documentation

- PHP code and concepts were old

- No real template overloading -> necessity to constantly hack

1.5 :

- Code is much better

- Everything is “template-able”

- API documentation

- Events to avoid modifying the core

- More stable (SEF in the core, etc…)

Joomla 1.6

With integrated ACLs

Soon…



Joomla concepts

guillaume.arluison@b-i.com

Menus

Modules

Content =

- article (from CMS)

or

- component

(from Framework)

Plug-in

Template

guillaume.arluison@b-i.com



Menus



Articles



Articles & Rich media



Modules

- Modules are “small” zones on 
screen.

- Either “manually entered” as 
the article

- Or dynamically generated 
such as latest 3 news, 
blogroll, etc…



Plug ins

(old = mambots)

onAfterRoute()

onBeforeDisplayContent()

…

Events that can trigger your PHP code in the CMS without modifying the 
Joomla core.



Joomla directory structure (v1.5)

/administrator/… � backend, will reproduce part of architecture

/cache

/components � frontend components

/external � crontabs, scripts etc…

/images � repository of images and documents

/includes � Framework

/language � I18N files

/libraries � libraries used by joomla (calendar etc…)

/logs

/media � standard web files used by joomla

/modules � frontend modules

/plugins � frontend plugins

/templates

/xmlrpc � to allow 3rd parties to connect to joomla!



Development in brief

File structure : 

/com_bisubscribe/bisubscribe.php

/com_bisubscribe/controller.php

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/view.html.php

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/bisubscribe.xml

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/tmpl/default.php

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/tmpl/default.xml

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/tmpl/form.php

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/tmpl/privacy.php

/com_bisubscribe/views/bisubscribe/tmpl/thanks.php

/com_bisubscribe/models/bisubscribe.php



Development in brief

// Require the base controller

require_once( JPATH_COMPONENT.DS.'controller.php' );

[…]

// Create the controller

$classname = 'BisubscribeController'.$controller;

$controller = new $classname( );

// Perform the Request task

$controller->execute( JRequest::getVar( 'task' ) );

// Redirect if set by the controller

$controller->redirect();



Framework in brief

- Documentation is ok

- Framework is strong

- More basic compared to symfony or other more complex frameworks

- ORM / CRUD, access to database

- SQL injection protection and parameters filters

- ACLs (basic until 1.6)

- “Helpers” for pagination, tabs, breadcrumb, calendars etc…

- Collection of useful librairies, send a mail etc…



Template overloading (v1.5)

- Since joomla 1.5 is MVC based, it is possible to change all view templates for any 
component or module.

- In the ‘html’ folder create the com_XXX or mod_XXX folder and then use the 
filename you want to overwrite. Joomla will use the template version of the view 
prior to the default version. 



Joomla in figures in b-i

20+ sites in joomla 1.0 & 1.5 including :

- small websites (mainly CMS) ~ 30 D. Dev

- several large websites w. features ~ several months

- a couple of heavily modified multi-websites version ~ 6+ months

- 5 big intranets w. lots of components :

- databases

- ECM (EDM or GED)

- events (small or big)

- directories

- add to cart / electronic payment

etc…

All sites are still in place and active regularly.

Contains from a few page to hundreds.



Some links

- http://www.joomla.org/

- http://docs.joomla.org/

- http://docs.joomla.org/Framework

- http://joomla.cocoate.com/fr/Un-exemple-complet-auto
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thank you
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